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the Common Proceſs, and with a Saving of 
T e· 
ri | 


| INVENTED BY 
DAVID MACBRIDE- 
Of the City of Dublin, Doctor of Phyſic. 


And by him ſubmitted to the Conſideration of 
Parliament. | 


DUBLIN: 


Printed by BourTrtr GritrSON, Printer to the 
King's Moſt Excellent Majeſly, 1769. 


ö 
! 


* 
* 


CS) 


— 


Some Account of a New 
Method of 'T: _— &c. 
| 1 new method of Tinning is 

founded, are derived from Che- 


miſtry, and were found out ſome years 
ago, during a Courſe of Experiments in- 
ſtituted purely for medical purpoſes : It 
was not, however, until. Ocfaber 1767, 
that the Diſcoverer thought of applying 
theſe principles to the improvement of 
an art ſo totally unconnected with that 
which is the object of his profeſſion. 


HE Principles” on which this 


A 3 His 


. REP 


H Is firſt experiments were made at 
home, on ſmall pieces of Calf-ſkin ; and, 
in a few weeks, fully ſatisfied him. 
that what had been ſuggeſted by chemi- 
cal theory, would effectually anſwer when 
reduced to practice: and that a cheaper, 
and more expeditious method, than what 
has hitherto been known, might eaſily 
be introduced into the common tan- 
yards; by which conſiderable advantages 
would neceſſarily accrue to the publick ; 
as a great part of the price, which the 
conſumer pays for tanned leather, is to be 
charged to the length of time that the 
Tanner is obliged to lie out of his mo. 

ney, by reaſon of the tediouſneſs of the 
* preſent proceſs. The heavieſt kinds'of 
leather requiring not leſs than two years, 
before the manufacture can be brought to, 
perfection. | | | 


Bur though theſe firſt trials ſuffici- 
ently convinced the Diſcoverer of the ge- 
neral practicability of his method ; yet, 
he very well knew, that the Public 
would never be convinced, unleſs it coulc 


be 


(7) 


be ſhewn, that common workmen, in the 


ordinary courſe of buſineſs, could alfo 
carry it on: He therefore determined to 


traſt his ſecret to ſome Tanner of 
reputation, and employ him to make 
trials with all the different AI Wee 


hes, » t  S36eeth 
Tur choſen for this wok 
was Mr. William Laban of Mill-ſtreet, 
who has carried on the tanning buſineſs 


bor upwards of years. 


From the little ſpecimens of lber 


which were ſhewn him, and having the 
nature of the new proceſs explained; 
Mr. Laban immediately ſaw that this 
diſcovery would anſwer the expectation ; 
and though, at that very period, he was 
on the point of quitting the tanning bu- 
ſineſs, had ſuffered his ſtock of bark to 
run out, and actually fold off his utenſils ; 
he was fo ſtruck with the efficacy: and 
ſimplicity of the method now ſhewn him; 
that he altered his ſcheme, and reſolved 
to re-aſſume the trade. Accordingly, 
as ſocn as Mr. Laban could get matters 


prepared, -he began to try the new me- 


A4 +- © - thod 
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in * common e require mal [ 
to fix months, before they can de — 
Healy tanned. | 


- Tmis. was in * — ai of 1 
nuary 1768——during a ſeries of froſty 
weather, which is known to retard the 
proceſs of tanning: nevertheleſs, at the 
end of fout weeks, theſe ſkins were an 
do be ee tanned. 


Ar rx having been — 20d drefled 
by the currier, one of theſe calf-ſkins'was 


Exhibited to the DuBLIN SocitETY— 


where, being examined by perſons {killed 
in the leather manufacture (who were de- 
fired to attend for that purpoſe) it was pro- 
nounced to be well and ſufficiently tanned, 
and judged to be excellect in * of 
quality. | | | 


Tur 80 121 v, in ee of 
this exhibition, deſired Mr. Laban to 
make the neceſſary alterations in his tan · 
yard for trying the new method on all 
the different kinds of leather, and ap- 
pointed a Committee to n the 
3 +. 


From 


the common method, yet, 
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Fon this time, Mr: Doban began 
to tan 'Calf«ſkins; in large quantities 
and, in the - courſe of the enſuing 
ſummer, tanned a parcel” of heavy 
leather; all under the inſpection of the 
— who viſited his tan- yard, 
ant obſerved the progreſs of the work: 
with which they were ſo entirely ſatisſied, 


that, on their report, and the exhibition 


of ſeveral ſpecimens of leather made from 
hides and ſkins of various ſizes, the 
SocizTY gave Mr. Baban a bounty of 


Fifty Poutids — ** in confideration of his 


, SatisfaRory Experiments, and in recom- 


<* pence for the Expences he has been at 


« in making the Wer nne _ 
1 nnn pf p 


n 6 b Abe Coommittee's report, nod 


his Exhibition before the SocteTyY, it 


appeared, that the leather of the new 
tannage is of a quality ſuperior to that 
of the common tannage; that, in gene- 
ral, it may be manufactured in one third 
of the time required by the old proceſs ; 
and, that though there be not near ſo 
great a conſumption of oak bark as in 
t, the of 
1 new diſcovered materials, and of the 


utenſiis 


(nw) 
atcnfils for preparing them, is ſo trifling, 


that it cannot amount to more than five 
ſhillings per cent. on che n of the 


— tanned. 
Tune cheap and 3 * of 
Tanning being thus ſufficiently authenti- 


cated and eſtabliſhed, the Diſcoverer is 
willing to forego; the profits which an 


and is ready to give up his ſecret 
to the Publick, for ſuch recompence, as 
the Wiſdom and Generofity of Parliament 
fhall deem adequate to the n * 
his 1 Invention. | 


IT appears from the Eſtimate an- 
nexed, that leather tanned in the new 
method, may be ſold, above Twenty 
per cent. cheaper, than the Tanner can 
afford, who works in the. tedious 
way hitherto known and practiſed: the 
perſons, however, poſſeſſed of this new- 
method, like all other men in trade, will 
always take as high prices for their goods, 
as the market will afford ;— and there- 

fore, until the whole Body of Tanners, 
throughout the Nation, ſhall be inſtructed 


[ep to * the new diſcovered improve 
ments 


44 


excluſive Patent would ſecure. to him, 


Cru 


ments into practice, the Publick will reap · 


no advantage z-——but if every Tanner 
in Ireland were to manufacture his leather 
according to the new Method, it is plain 
to a demonſtration, that the price of this 
neceſſary commodity muſt in general fall 
twenty per cent. — for, when every dealer 
is on a par, the price of Goods, like the 
rifing of Water, can never mount higher 
than its natural level. Now ſince this 
new method of Tanning is perfectly 
fimple, requires little additional apparatus 
or alteration, and 'may be introduced 
into the common Tan-yards, immediately, 
without any loſs of the materials already 
in uſe; while thoſe materials which have 
been diſcovered, and, are ta be added. 
either grow ſnontancoully, or may be 
always purchaſed at a low price, in every 
art of the country. It is equally de- 
monſtrable, that if the Secret were 
once publiſhed, there is not a Tanner 
in the kingdom who would not begin to 
praQtiſe the New Method, as ſoon as he 
could provide himſelf with the neceſſary 
apparatus and materials; — for tho com- 


mon tradeſmen of all denominations, are, 


in general, rather averſe to the purſuit of 
new ſchemes, and apt to deſpiſe improve- 
ments 


12.) 
ments propoſed by people of other pro- 
feffions ; it can hardly be imagined, that 
any man will be fo -obſtinate, and blind 
to his own intereſt, as not to embrace an 
opportunity when it is offered, which will 
enable him to turn his capital ſtock, three 
times, Ee de ang DAS 


| r benefits arhich muſt accrue to 
Treland in particular (from ſuch a reduc- 
tion in the price of leather) with reſpect 
to foreign trade — as well as in regard to 
home conſumption, are too obvious to re- 
quire being pointed out.—It is therefore, 
not to be doubted, but every Member of 
the Legiſlature will readily concur in pro- 
Firing forhis ey ſuch u e 
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An ESTIMATE & the Advantages - 
of the New MeTrod of Tanning. 


If 667 Hides at 30s, be laid 

in, the original coſt will be 1000 10 0 
To tan theſe completely, in 
the common way of tanning, 
each hide will require one 
barrel of Bark. 667 bar- | 
rels Bark, at 85. ' —— 266 16 © 
If ys Rent of the Tan-yard 

ol. per annum, as the 

- a er will not be tanned 

in leſs than a Year and a 

half, this charge will a- 

mount to — 45 © © 
Three men, at leaſt, will be 

required to ebe this 

parcel of Hides ;— 

wages will be — _ 6 vo. 


— 


1372 n 0 
To this ſum of 1372 6 Oo, 
add, for ſimple. intereſt of 
one thouſand Hounds, for 18 | 
months _-— — 90 0.0 
— do. for caſh paid for Bark 20 0.0 


— — — 


| Whole expence to — Tanner 1482 16-0 
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MET In che 87 MegTroD. 185 
8 4h . 4. U. 
667 Hides laid in at 304. 100 10 0 
As there is a Saving, . of at 5 
leaſt one quarter of the Bark 
in the New Method of tan- - 
ning, 500 Barrels will be 
ſufficient: the expence,” 
in that article will be, but 18 x 0 0 
As the Tannage will be com: 
plete in Six Months, inſtead 
of Eighteen, the charge a 
for Rent will be, but = o 0 
Mens * for * e — 20 0 0 


0 . t LEE fave 10 © 
W ll d for nibw diſco 1 IIs 
vered Materials '=— == 5 _ 


- Intereſt on rocal, for- 
Months © — * 8 0 
Do. on 2000. for db. — 6 do 


n 


Whole Expence ro the Tanner r 4276 10 0 


14 
vw * 


*. 


” 
th ith. 20 3 . « 
8 


* k. 4 4 


N. B. To avoid fractions, the intereſt is not cal- 
cuſated oh the whole Coſt of the Bark; nor at all 
charged on the Rent, or Mens Wages; as theſe ſums 
are not (like the d e PRy youu 


ous aps . 4 | Ct Lg 
When 


— 
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When the Tanner who works  & «> 


goods to market at the 
end of Eighteen Months, 

let him be allowed to charge 

for Profit,” 25 per cent. jy 
£370'0 0) on the 4 2 
ſum of (1480. The Con- 
ſumer then will pay for ts 
nnn 140 o 0 


4 8 Ys oo 


But the Tanner who Ga 72 5 
in the New way, when he 
comes to ſell his Parcel of 

L Leather, at the end of fv + 
Months, —thou gh he be al 

| lowed. to 3 even fen 

cent. (or C127 12 0)on , 

the groſs ſum of £129 6.— 

The Conſumer will buy the _ 

ie 12 0--1276 0 © 


127 120 


1403, 12 0 


— — | 


Tuus 


f 
1 
0 


« Favs it dun a ppears, that wa 


is an additional Profit to the Tanner; 
and yet the Conſumer. will buy his 
leather ſo, as to ſave, £ 446— out of 
L 1850,-—which is ſomewhat more than 
Three-pence out of a Shilling. l 


Bu r even ſuppoſing chat leather be re- 
duced only Twenty per cnt, by the gene- 
ral e 9A of the New Method of 
Tanning, as the number of People in this 


| — who wear Shoes, may be ſafely 


ated at One Million, — This Million 

may be allowed, at the leaſt, to con- 

ſume one with another Ten Shillings worth 

of Leather ;—the annual Saving therefore, 

in this indiſpenſible Article, to the whole 

Nation, would be One hundred thouſand 
Pounds. 


